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Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship

(NFTE) activates the entrepreneurial

mindset and builds startup skills in

youth from under-resourced communities 

to ensure their success and to create 

a more vibrant society.

• Focus on young people ages 11 to 24 in 

under-resourced communities

• Work in school districts with free and 

reduced lunch (FRL) eligibility rate of 50%+

• Majority of partner schools average

70%-80% FRL rates

nfte.com
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Activating the Entrepreneurial Mindset

NFTE empowers youth to approach the world with an innovator’s eye and a founder’s grit, not only during the NFTE course but for the rest 

of their lives. An entrepreneurial mindset prepares young people for success throughout life.

In partnership with the Educational Testing Service (ETS), NFTE has developed the Entrepreneurial Mindset Index – a valid assessment to measure mindset growth.

We thank EY for its signature support of this effort.
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NFTE’s Pathway programs activate the entrepreneurial mindset through authentic experiential learning. All programs are 

rooted in a project-based learning model that integrates digital tools and lean startup methodology. Students come up with 

their own original business idea, create a sustainable business model and plan, and pitch to a panel of expert judges.

NFTE Entrepreneurship Pathway
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• Train-the-Trainer Model: educators are 

at the center of all NFTE programs

• NFTE University Teacher Training: 2-4 day 

intensive initial training

• Professional Development: Professional Learning 

Communities, webinars and workshops to share new 

entrepreneurship content and industry topics, and regular 

office hours with NFTE staff

• Leadership Opportunities: Lead Teachers 

take on leadership roles within the NFTE Teacher Corps to 

support on training, peer to peer support

• Recognition: top-performing NFTE educators receive 

recognition and incentives

• Entrepreneurship Education Summit: national 

conference for educators, policymakers, field practitioners

Entrepreneurial 

Teacher Corps
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NFTE students apply the entrepreneurial mindset—succeeding in the workplace,

starting businesses, and furthering their education.

Impact & Outcomes

96% 1
of NFTE seniors are on track to 

graduate high school on-

time compared to less than 80% 

among their peers

Female NFTE students show 

larger gains from pre- to post-EMI 

than their male counterparts

NFTE alumni have 

started at least 

one business

IN 4 NFTE students 

significantly increased their 

overall entrepreneurial 

mindset compared to their 

non-NFTE peers
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NFTE Program Components
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• All instructional materials can be 
accessed through multiple modalities:

• Digital assignments and assessments 
for individual student computers

• Printable assignments and assessments 
available for print or projection on-screen

• Individual student accounts in the LMS 
allow for real-time student data analysis

• Educator access to the NFTE Teacher 
Resource Hub

• Virtual support provided by NFTE staff

NFTE Pathway courses are delivered 
via the Canvas LMS:

Learning Management 

System (LMS)
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• Cash prizes awarded annually to the top student entrepreneurs at the classroom, school/district, regional, 

and national level

• Students prepare business plans and pitches with support from teachers and volunteer business coaches. 

Judges from the business community provide feedback and encouragement.

• Winners at the classroom and school level earn opportunity to advance to regionals and nationals. 

• The 2021-22 series will offer virtual rounds (quarter- and semi-finals) and in-person (finals).

• Competition judges and speakers include business leaders and entrepreneurs, such as Sarah Kauss, 

founder of S’well, Daymond John, FuBu founder and Shark Tank star, Jamie Siminoff, founder of Ring, 

and Saweetie, rapper and philanthropist.

Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge Series

#RoadtoNationals
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2021 National Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge Winners!

Amylah Charles from the Los Angeles Urban League won with her pitch for 

Curly Crownz, a hair care brand created to enhance, embrace, and nourish 

hair with 100% natural products for curls, beard, scalp, locs, and waves.

Carissa Lombardi from The MET School in Providence, RI won with her pitch 

for Legislation Navigation, an app built to translate legislative language for lay 

people and provide valuable voter information for advocates and legislators.

Madelyn Jackson from Holy Trinity High School in Chicago, IL won with her 

pitch for P.A.C.A., a personalized autism communication application that helps 

guardians communicate with their children more seamlessly.

Celebrating our Volunteers of the Year and 

Daniel Treanor Award Winners

• Santander 2021 Corporate Volunteer of the Year

• Holly Wallace 2021 Individual Volunteer of the Year

• Sulianne Mera 2021 Daniel Treanor Memorial Award winner

https://laul.org/
https://www.themethighschool.org/
https://holytrinity-hs.org/
https://www.santanderbank.com/
https://fa.ml.com/new-york/new-york/wpteam/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sulianne-mera-a45105213/
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Volunteerism (in person and virtual)

Volunteering with NFTE students is a rewarding experience. Volunteers increase learning and impact. 

Students who work with volunteers score 9% higher on the NFTE program knowledge assessment!
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SY21-22 

Goals

Students 44,914

Schools 

& Partners
385

Classes & 

Camps
1,221

Teachers 588

U.S. Program Reach Snapshot

Reach includes 10,000 youth through global partners.
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NFTE’s Regional Structure
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NFTE Alumni Network

Alumni get connected with exclusive opportunities following their NFTE student experience which provide 

venues for alumni to leverage their entrepreneurial mindset. We offer a network of support to connect alumni to 

their peers, business and startup communities, and opportunities such as NFTE’s Founders Forum, internships, 

and exclusive scholarships.

College – Scholarships & academic opportunities

Career – Internships & professional opportunities

Startup – Incubators, Mentors, & guidance on 

launching your business
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Founders Forum: Supporting Diverse Entrepreneurs

The Founders Forum is a program for our alumni entrepreneurs 

with operational or soon to be operational businesses who want 

to deepen their knowledge about raising capital, investment 

readiness, product sourcing, marketing & team-building and who 

are ready to engage in mentoring relationships with Advisors and 

prepare for startup capital. 

Session Descriptions

Program Launch (October)

• VIRAL (Venture Investment-Readiness and Awareness Levels) 
Investment Readiness Session: Entrepreneurs are introduced 
to the concept of the VIRAL framework and examine how to 
advance their business

• Milestone Planning Session: With Advisors, each entrepreneur 
identifies three primary milestones to achieve during 
the program

Weekly Advisor Sessions

One-on-one breakout sessions between Advisors 
and entrepreneurs focus on: 

• Where are the entrepreneurs are today

• next steps for key milestones before raising capital 

• ongoing business-building strategies

The Forum

The end of the program culminates with a showcase event 
that gives each entrepreneur the opportunity to:

• Share progress they have made toward building their businesses

• Pitch to an audience and share their investment briefs

• Connect alumni  to “friends and family” level funding
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Students Engaged in Advancing the 

UN Global Goals

• Project-based, online problem-solving competition. See the current set 

of challenges at innovation.nfte.com

• Global youth ages 13 to 24 work individually or in teams to create and 

pitch their innovative, marketable solutions to custom challenges 

aligned to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• To date, more than 30,000 young people from 65 countries around 

the world have participated in a World Series of Innovation challenge

• Employee and community engagement, including the opportunity for

sponsors to judge competition entries and participate in Innovation Day 

brainstorming and coaching events for students developing their ideas

• Annual WSI thought leadership event held in partnership with the UN, 

the NFTE UN Global Goals Conversation, kicks off Global 

Entrepreneurship Week each November with a panel discussion on 

themes of entrepreneurship, sustainability, social impact, and 

responsibility from individual, community and business perspectives

http://innovation.nfte.com/
https://vimeo.com/481346483
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Key Supporters
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Tucker York, Vice Chair

Global Co-Head, Consumer and Wealth Management

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Pamela Codispoti Habner

Head of U.S. Branded Cards & Lending

Citi

Gus Harris

Kevin Ichhpurani

Corporate Vice President, 

Head of Global Ecosystem 

and Business Development

Google Cloud

J.D. LaRock

President & CEO

NFTE

Mollie Richardson

Executive Vice President,

Chief People Officer

First Republic Bank

Anthony Salcito

Vice President, Worldwide Education

Microsoft Corporation

David Spreng

Chairman, CEO & CIO

Runway Growth Capital

Michael J. Kacsmar, Chair

Partner

EY

Patricia Alper

President

The Alper Portfolio Group

Lauren Beitelspacher

Associate Professor, Marketing

Babson College

Tony Frazier

EVP, Global Field Operations

Maxar Technologies

Kyle Garman

SVP & Managing Director,

Global Strategic Partners

SAP SE

Board of Directors
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Thank You
For more information:

Jane Walsh, Senior Vice President, Advancement

JaneW@nfte.com

www.nfte.com


